ISO                    THE EMPTY QUARTER

suspicious to leave me in any further doubt that the man who
procured the 1891 meteorite from the same spot that had
3TIeided its predecessor procured it from the craters of Al
Hadida, from which the Umm al Hadid wells, dug by a mem-
ber of the same family, derived their name.

The transaction had doubtless been profitable for the
Marri, and it is perhaps not strange that his fellow tribesmen
should have magnified the dimensions of such golden metal.
But the camel had now been squeezed through the eye of a
needle, and fragments of it had found their way to England
and America long before I discovered their source and the
secret of Wabar.